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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PARISH MEETING HELD 
23RD MAY 2012 IN THE MEETING ROOM, PUCKLECHURCH COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, ABSON ROAD. 
 
Present.  R. Symons.  Parish Councillor 
               G. Boyle.  Parish Councillor 

   M. Smith.  Parish Councillor 
   M. Watson.  Parish Councillor 

               L. Whittock.   Bowls & Folk Dancing. 
               R. Stone.   Good Neighbour Scheme. 
               L. Hunt.    Good Neighbour Scheme. 
               E. Webb.   St. Thomas a Becket Church. 
               E. Stone.  Revel. 
               P. Robson.  Parishioner. 
               M. Walkley.  Parishioner. 
               C. Humphrey. Parishioner. 
               J. Parker.  W.I. 
               N. Pratt.  W.I. 
               P. Always.  W.I. 
               R. Trueman.  St. Thomas a Becket. 
               T. Trueman.  Parishioner. 
               L. Broom.  Twinning. 
               M. Grainger.  Football & Cricket Clubs. 
               R. Abbott.  Girl Guiding. 
               M. Hall.  Pucklechurch Players. 
               A. Holder.  P.C.A. 
               V. Holder.  Parishioner. 
               J. Sexton.  Parishioner. 
 
Mr. Symons presided and opened the meeting with a welcome. 
 
NO 1.  To sign the minutes of the previous meeting.  The minutes of the meeting dated 1st 

June 2011 had been made available.  It was proposed by Mr. Whittock that the minutes 
be signed as a true record seconded by Mr. Grainger.  The minutes were signed by Mr. 
Symons. 
 
NO 2.  Parish Council Chairman’s Report.  Mr. Symons reported ‘The Council numbers 
have been up and down this year but we believe we have still provided the community 
with the service it requires.  Unfortunately we find ourselves a Councillor short following 
the resignation of Wayne Prewitt - notices for application to the role have been posted. 
 
The Council have ensured Pucklechurch is included in the Country Wide review of 
Parish boundaries following the planned development of Emerson’s Green.  We await the 
results and consequent implications and as soon as more information becomes available it 
will be posted on our community website at www.pucklechurch.org. 
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The recycling bin for plastics should now be in place in the Community Centre Car Park 
after being removed following a re-organisation in S.G.C. 
 
The Parish Council continues with its walk in ‘surgery’ on the first Saturday of the month 
– please drop by with any issues you have or just to say hello. 
 
Responses from the Pucklechurch Village Community Centre Survey have been received 
and collated – a summary will be found in this edition of Pucklechurch News.  Decisions 
on the results will be taken at a Council meeting to which all are welcome to attend to 
listen.  I can confirm that the Council does not have £3 million pounds to spend on this; 
the figure was an estimate of the potential level of funding required. 
 
We have reviewed the cost of burials in the Parish as they had not been reviewed for a 
number of years - they are now in line with surrounding parishes. 
 
St. Aldams Play area has now been passed to the Council and our Open Spaces Working 
Group will be looking after the area.  There are still outstanding items around planting 
and play equipment that will need addressing. 
 
The Community Plan is still very much in the minds of the Council but we are struggling 
to bring it to life due to a lack of interested people.  If there are any thoughts from you on 
involvement large or small please contact any of the Councillors. 
 
We have worked with S.G.C. on the implementation of Part Night Lighting which we 
believe is successful in terms of savings in costs and energy. 
 
We have still not received the outcome of the Village Green application on Oak Tree 
Avenue.  There are legal discussions still to be held, unfortunately not at the fastest of 
paces. 
 
The Council were influential in the change of lighting at YOI Ashfield.  Following a 
suggestion from the Council the Institute undertook research on the best and most 
efficient lighting.  The results have left us with less light pollution and cost savings for 
them. 
 
Can we win C.P.R.E. Avonside Village of the Year?  We participate in this competition 
every year but this time we really believe we have a good change of winning.  The judges 
will be looking to make awards based on the standard of care, tidiness and absence of 
litter in villages rather that ‘picturesque’ displays.  Our parish is now kept to a much 
higher standard of cleanliness thanks to the hard work of our parish orderly Jo, as well as 
by Anna Sharpe who takes care of litter for us on the recreation field.  Since introducing 
the new Parish Council mobile text messaging number – 07950081307 – we have also 
been able to report instances of litter and fly tipping that have been notified to us more 
efficiently, so cleanliness should not be a problem! 
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In summary it’s been a very busy year for the Council who continue to serve the 
community with Pucklechurch best interests at heart’. 
 
NO 3.  Financial Report of Audited Accounts 2010/11.    The Clerk confirmed the 
accounts for 2010/11 had been audited and £12,868.00. carried forward. 
 
The accounts for 2011/12 have been prepared and will be inspected by the Internal 
Auditor on 11th June.  The Annual Return will then be completed and signed by the 
Parish Council before being sent to the External Auditor. 
 
Income including precept was £42,901.00. with expenditure of £36,304.00.  The Council 
is carrying forward £19,123.00. to 2012/13 financial year. 
 
Following completion of the Audit the accounts will be made available for inspection. 
 
NO 4.  Reports from Local organisations.  Mr. Symons read the Unitary Report provided 
by Cllr. Steve Reade. 
 
Pucklechurch Bowls.  Mr. Holder reported they have 36 members, two teams the Lions 
and the Tigers - the Lions have won the league for the last 4 years.  They are always 
looking for new members and tuition is given.   
 
Girl Guiding in Pucklechurch.  Ros Abbott reported that the country may be celebrating a 
Diamond Jubilee, but the Guides have a Silver Jubilee of their own. 
 
It is already 25 years since Rainbows began. They are our youngest members, aged 5-
7years, and they just love being Rainbows.  Last Sunday many of our girls joined 450 
others in a county-wide celebration at St. Brendan’s College.  A pirate theme ran through 
the proceedings as the girls had their faces painted, decorated portholes and played shark 
attack. 
 
In the New Year 1st Pucklechurch Rainbows learnt about its meaning and made wishes 
for the world to become a better place.  They also leant about the Union Jack and what it 
represents and have tested their sporting skills as part of learning about the Olympics, and 
are working towards their Diamond Jubilee badge. 
 
3rd Pucklechurch Rainbows worked on a Festivals Roundabout and made a love tree, 
played with mud and made cookies (not all at the same time!).  By looking at healthy 
living and promoting self-esteem they have gained their Aim High badge.  They joined 
hundreds of other members at ‘All the World’s a Stage’ in February and have managed 
some outdoor activities too. 
 
Our Brownies have been busy and creative as usual working last year on craft and 
environment badges.  At their Harvest event they entertained the Happy Circle and 
grandparents with poems and signing.  This year Cockney rhyming slang is just one of 
the things they have learnt towards their Diamond Jubilee Badge, and there are some 
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lovely pearly king and queen dolls on their notice board.  They also have some Olympic 
themed events planned. 
 
Our Guides enjoyed a weekend away at Bitton Guide HQ last October as Lori Anne is 
working towards her Indoor Holiday licence.  During the day they visited Bitton Railway 
Museum and at night watched ‘Night at the Museum’ as part of a badge of the same 
name.  They had various craft activities during the year.  Their proud highlight is when 
five Guides earned their Baden-Powell Challenge Badge, the highest award in the Guide 
Section.  This included the Guides themselves fund raising for, and applying to attend a 
special Baden-Powell weekend at our national headquarters in London.  They travelled 
unaccompanied and had a wonderful time.  This is a marvellous testament to the youth of 
today and helps to balance all the unfair, negative comments that make the headlines. 
 
The Guides have recently been canoeing at Castle Quarry, Tytherington and all 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, without getting too wet. 
 
Guides, Rainbows and Brownies all held Pink Parties for CLIC to raise much-needed 
funds.  It is part of Girl Guiding ethos to learn about and support others less fortunate and 
I am delighted to report that here in Pucklechurch the leaders are ensuring this happens. 
 
Our Senior Section girls deserve a mention too.  Together with South Cotswold Rangers 
some of them are shortly embarking on a trip to Romania where they will spend a week 
working at the Nightingale Children’s Project to enhance the lives of the children there.  
They will play games, teach craft and games.  Each member has to raise £500.00. herself.  
Two leaders created the Europe Challenge badge syllabus which can be earned 
nationwide.  On completion leaders buy the accompanying badge which raises funds.  
Most of our Units have taken part, including our Senior Section on a very busy weekend 
at Badminton Cottages.  We crafted, cooked, completed a 1000 piece jigsaw, walked (in 
the rain), puzzled over quizzes and ate European food. 
 
Last July 43 leaders and girls from all Units had a wonderful day out at the SS Great 
Britain, and we are planning another trip this year. 
 
During the year some leaders gained their Adult Leadership Qualification and others 
including myself gained Service Awards.  I was invited to a special Thanks and 
Recognition Service in Westminster Abbey last November and was recently presented 
with a Lifetime Achievement Award for 50years service, of which I am very proud and 
can’t imagine how I have managed this. 
 
As you can hear Girl Guiding is thriving in Pucklechurch and still very popular.  We have 
an army of helpers who assist our leaders, keep records and accounts, and we could not 
manage nearly so well without them.  A big thank you to everyone who ‘lends a hand’ 
and keeps the spirit of Guiding alive here.  
 
Community Association.  Mr. Holder gave the following report ‘I am very pleased to 
report that we finally installed the guttering over the sports changing rooms, financed by 
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Cory Environmental Trust and by and insurance claim, and a new pair of electric vents 
over the stage area, again paid for by Cory Environmental Trust.  The Centre is now 
totally insulated with cavity wall insulation, paid for by South Gloucestershire 
Environmental Trust.  In addition to these we secured money from Talktalk for the 
installation of a water boiler in the kitchen.  The lights in the Hall have been totally 
overhauled with new tubes and chargers, as have the lights in the meeting room, thanks to 
John James for that.  Also the kitchenette has had the floor carpeted, paid for by a grant 
from the Revel.  We have used the grant from the Parish Council for the following listed 
items: 
 
Music licence    1175.39 
Cooker.        289.94 
Maintenance of gas heating.    486.00. 
Update lighting.       486.00. 
 
The object being to make the impact of the grant available to the largest number of 
people who use the Centre.  A future grant from the Parish Council, if it were 
forthcoming would be for the renovation of the entry foyer, with new floor tiles, ceiling 
lights and a new middle door. 
 
The PCA is more than grateful for the Parish Council for taking on the repair of the wall 
behind the stage area. 
 
We had a visit from Angela Hammond, from Cory Environmental Trust, and she was 
impressed by the size of our centre and the work we have done. 
 
The PCA have to report that they have heard nothing from the Makeover team. 
 
Again this year our bookings are full adding indoor micro-light model aircraft and go 
karts to Sunday mornings. 
 
Come the next AGM the Chair, Vice chair, Secretary and Treasurer will all be stepping 
down having served four years in their posts.  It goes without saying that if these posts 
are not filled during the coming year the Centre will close. 
 
I would like to thank again the members of the Executive Committee who have worked 
so hard in particular George Hill, John James and Anna Sharpe. 
 
Financially the PCA is in reasonable shape, having a surplus of £3,439.71. for the year 
2011/1 as opposed to the previous years surplus of £704.61. 
 
Pucklechurch Football & Cricket Clubs.  Mr. Grainger reported on behalf of both teams.  
He advised the Football Club has had to reduce from 3 senior Saturday teams to 2.  They 
had a new manager part way through the season and since then they have had a good 
record finishing 5th and tentatively will be promoted to Division 1.  The Reserves have 
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now re-established themselves and are comfortably mid table in Division 4.  They 
continue to promote local players especially youth ages. 
 
The Cricket Club season has just started.  The 1st team was relegated in 2011 but they 
now have new Captains for all 3 Saturday sides for 2012.  The youth section continues to 
flourish age groups up to 17yrs.  The Third XI now use the Stothert & Pitt ground at Bath 
for matches. 
 
The Clubs are now jointly fund raising and have undertaken events such as a Golf Day, 
Harvest Festival, Quiz and Revel. 
 
Mr. Grainger said that the location of Dressing Rooms in any makeover of the 
Community Centre is critical to both Clubs.  Currently they are in debate with the P.C.A. 
regarding costs and management arrangements for the Dressing Room.   
 
Mr. Symons confirmed the Parish Council had taken a lead with the Makeover the results 
of the survey were on the web site and Councillors would be discussing what action to 
take at the next meeting. 
 
Folk Club.  Mr. Whittock said that within their membership 90% come from outside the 
parish.  They have regular guests and callers and 30/40 dancer and they are eager to 
attract new members.  The caller brings the band and they are very fortunate to have a 
local caller.  Committee members meet at each others homes to arrange events and 
Saturday dances cost £7.00.  The year before last they had a Folk dance for children for 
Revel but it wasn’t taken up this year. 
 
Good Neighbour Scheme.  Lorisa Hunt reported they started with 3 co-ordinators but one 
has left.  This is their 3rd year and is a positive outcome from the Community Plan.  They 
have strong links with the Police and Social Services they spend time with people 
sometimes talking to them or doing light gardening work, shopping, putting out bins, 
changing light bulbs etc.  At the Revel they had 2 new volunteers join them, they have 
been successful in securing a grant for their Public Liability Insurance this year and have 
applied to Parish Council for help with funding for advertising.  Cllr. Symons confirmed 
they were successful with their grant application. 
 
Pucklechurch Players.  Mr. Martin Hall advised they meet in the Meeting Room 
Thursday evenings all ages are welcome and they are always looking for new members. 
Their next production is to be a pantomime. 
 
St. Thomas a Becket Church.  Mrs. E. Webb reported normal pattern Church services 
continue with an average attendance of 36 adults with 11 young people.  Under 11’s go 
out for a time together of Christian teaching also the 11 plus age group now have Youth 
Church.  The highlight of the year for this group was a youth led service which was well 
received.  Special services like Remembrance, Christmas Carols & School services see a 
very full Church.  All fund raising efforts are supported by the village as a whole with 
special mention of the Scarecrow competition - the recent one raising £1957.00.  Our new 
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venture of opening the Church on a monthly basis is working well it gives people an 
opportunity to looking around we also have refreshments and a sales table.  All monies 
received from these efforts go into the Restoration Fund which is specifically used for the 
upkeep of the Church.  We have been working towards the Pucklechurch Coronation 
which takes place on Friday a joint venture between Church and School.  On June 3rd at 
10am we will be with other Churches in the Diocese holding a Jubilee Service.  We 
continue to thank the Parish for their support especially the Parish Council for the grant 
towards the upkeep of the Churchyard. 
 
Twinning.  Lesley Broom reported that over the past year Twinning has been very 
successful with events such as Race Night, Cheese & Wine, B.B.Q. and a picnic at 
Dyrham Park.  The Revel Ramble and our Café du Pringy was very popular with visitors.  
The travel arrangements for our visit to Pringy changed this year and this has helped to 
keep costs down.  The dates were changed this year and our visitors from Pringy didn’t 
arrive until after Easter and we’re looking forward to our return visit in October.  Next 
year will be the 25th anniversary of Twinning we will celebrate with a renewal of our 
commitment and a re-signing of the Charter and we hope Twinning will continue for 
another 25yrs. 
 
Pucklechurch W.I.  Pauline Always introduced herself saying she is President for this 
year and has recently taken over from Norma Pratt who has been President for the last 
4years which includes 2011 so has really been responsible with our committee for most 
of the activities highlighted in this report.  Pauline said Pucklechurch W.I. was founded 
in 1937 and has continued ever since.  2011 was their 75th birthday and they started the 
year with an excellent celebratory meal at the Rose & Crown. 
 
The W.I. with approximately 200,000 members is the largest women’s voluntary 
organisation in the UK.  It is non-sectarian and non-party political and we are proud to be 
members of such an inspirational organisation. 
 
In Pucklechurch W.I. we seek to meet the needs of the female residents of the village by 
providing an opportunity to enjoy meeting socially each month.  We work and learn 
together in a friendly, supportive and happy environment and try to improve the quality 
of life in our community while members are encouraged to develop individual skills and 
talents for themselves. 
 
Last year our meetings included the History of Guiding from one of our own members, 
and we have welcomed speakers on Victorian artist and plant hunter Marianne North, 
Commemorative states in Bristol and the History of St. Philips Marsh.  W.I. members 
have worked with the Gardeners Club to plan and support the Produce Show and to take 
part in the Revel - once again by providing a float and our famous cream teas. 
 
We have been committee members helping to plan extra events and delegates at meetings 
in Avon and at the National AGM in the Albert Hall, which Norma attended and reported 
on. 
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In 2011 we debated the important environmental and social issues of Mega farms and 
closure of Local libraries and members were able to share their knowledge and expertise 
and vote on the Resolutions.  Some of us have attended courses at WI’s Denman College 
and given presentations and workshops to our own and other W.I. groups. 
 
This is just a brief glimpse of our year and now I will hand over to Norma who has made 
invaluable contributions to 2011 with her organisation of additional events and her 
famous trips and holidays. 
 
Norma Pratt reported 2011 was an important year for Pucklechurch WI as we had the 
responsibility of organising events for the local WIs in our Doynton Group.  We were 
pleased to host an excellent musical evening at the Community Centre where guests 
enjoyed a supper and entertainment. 
 
St. Thomas a Becket Church was the venue for a Christmas Miscellany with seasonal 
readings, music and refreshments where we welcomed guests from the Avon Board of 
Trustees including our County Chairwoman. 
 
We always like to provide members with the opportunity to add to their experiences with 
visits to places of interest local, national and international.  Last year there were day trips 
to Grennwich for the museums and by boat to see the Thames Barrier.  Summer outings 
to Burton-on-the-Water, Castle Coombe and Highclere Castle were just a few to mention. 
 
Widening our horizons WI flew to Northern Ireland to see the Giants Causeway staying 
at Portrush. 
 
We also had a very enjoyable and interesting holiday in Southport for the Flower Show 
and a day touring the Lake District, visiting Ironbridge on our return journey home. 
 
Our holidays and trips are welcomed by many people in the village because they provide 
a safe and pleasurable occasion where they will be amongst friends. 
 
This year we have already been abroad to the Floriade held every 10years in Holland, 
with visits to Arundel Castle and Hampton Court Castle in Herefordshire planned. 
 
There are theatre visits booked throughout the year and we have a comprehensive scrap 
book for 2011 produced by member Ros Abbott which illustrates some of the highlights 
of Pucklechurch WI’s year. 
 
Bell Ringing.  Mr. Martin Hall advised the Bell Ringers at St. Thomas a Becket Church 
were looking for people to join. 
 
Community Plan.  Martin Smith reported that from the Community Plan the Countryside 
Access Group was going ahead and the good news was that Sustrans have offered help 
with the Pucklechurch to Shortwood shared use path and things are beginning to move 
forward.  Countryside Access is all about getting into the country, looking at footpaths, 
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getting them marked and publishing information leaflets.  At the moment we only have 
one horse rider in the group to make the group successful we need to get people together 
we need your help.  Please look out for our meetings on the web site and join us. 
 
Pucklechurch Web Site.  Mr. Smith said the web site was becoming more of a portal with 
links to local groups and activities.  If you want to know about something the web site is 
the place to look.  We receive about 1500 visits a month the only thing we can’t do is put 
something there we don’t know about.  The web site is a useful tool so if your group is 
planning something please put it on the web site. 
 
Safer Stronger South Group.  Mr Watson advised the next meeting was to be held in 
Pucklechurch.  They deal with issues of concern raised by the public they also have 
access to small amounts of grant money. 
 
Revel.  The following report was made by Elaine Stone “Last year’s Revel once again 
raised a lot of money which was distributed between village groups and organisations.  
Revel day started off wet but the sun did come out and although it was very windy the 
crowds came out once again.  Unfortunately some events had to be cancelled because of 
the weather and people did not stay as long.  It gets harder and harder each year to get 
sponsorship although a lot of letters are sent out and thank you Parish Council for 
sponsoring us once again.  We hope to have yet another successful Revel with the 
community not only raising money but coming together particularly on Revel Day.  We 
have listened to what people have asked for and this year Revel Day will extend to 7pm 
with a pig roast and music by the ’Skinny Dippers’ from 5pm until 7pm.  We are also 
aiming to have more pocket money stalls and old favourites such as the ‘spinning jenny’ 
‘pin the tail on the donkey’ and ‘roll a penny’.  This year Revel will go over 2 weeks with 
Revel Day in the middle and the Beer Festival at the end.  This is because half term is 
later and many people are away at the beginning of June.  Other events through the week 
include a children’s event with a scavenger hunt, miniature garden making and a craft 
table.  We also have a ramble, thanksgiving service to be held in the vicarage garden, a 
quiz night at the Fleur (we held one at the Rose & Crown in March), skittles challenge, 
bingo night, fancy dress pram race, a film night for the children, a senior citizens event, 
poetry in the garden and walking for health in South Glos are organising a walk starting 
in Pucklechurch.  The theme this year is ‘The Olympics’ and the parade kicks off at 12.00 
led by the ‘Wiltshire Youth Marching Band’.  In the arena we have an item by the band, 
our own majorettes, a tug of war and of course sports for the children.  Once again we 
have a craft fair, fun fair, cream teas etc.  Draw tickets are out so please buy some or sell 
some outside the village.  Our leaflet giving further details of Revel events is being 
delivered with the next Pucklechurch News and will also be in the shops and pubs.  
Besides Revel week the Revel committee also put on a photography competition and 
exhibition and a Christmas tree lighting ceremony”. 
 
Following the report from the Local Organisations there was a short break during which 
cheese and wine was available. 
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NO 5. PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING.  Cllr. M. Smith explained that the Parish 
Council were looking to introduce participatory budgeting - a sum of money will be 
allocated and the village/community will decide how it is spent.  A video was shown to 
explain the concept.  Cllr. Smith said £8000.00. would in the next financial year be 
available and that residents (individuals or groups) will be able to bid for funding for 
something new for the village.  The community will decide which projects go forward the 
Parish Council will only facilitate and they will be supporting this for the term of the 
present Parish Council.  The Council would like to make it clear that they will still 
support regular grants like the upkeep of the Churchyard, the funding for Participatory 
Budgeting will come from the Precept. 
 
NO 6.  CHALLENGES FACING THE COMMUNITY.  Cllr. G. Boyle explained that 
outline planning permission had been granted for 2500 dwellings at Emerson’s Green 
East.  The development includes a new Community Hall, cricket pavilion, 2 primary 
schools and 1 secondary school, sports pitches, nursery and equipped play areas.   It will 
be built in two phases and part of the development is in the parish of Pucklechurch and 
will be twice the size of Pucklechurch and Shortwood.  Councillors are concerned that 
our community will die we need to have people using our centre and our cricket and 
football clubs and have asked S.G.C. to include Pucklechurch in the Community 
Governance Review of the boundary between Pucklechurch and Emerson’s Green.  
Councillors have not agreed a view but are trying to make people aware.  The Boundary 
consultation is a process whereby S.G.C. will seek the views of electors and interested 
parties and it is open to Parish Council to take the lead - we believe it is important that 
the community is kept alive. 
 
NO 7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS.  Mrs. Holder asked if the Parish Council was going to 
do something to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee for everyone.  Cllr. Symons thanked 
Mrs. Holder for the suggestion saying it would be discussed as an agenda item at the next 
Parish Council Meeting. 
 
Cllr. Symons thanked everyone for their attendance and declared the meeting closed.    
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