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Pucklechurch Parish Council 
Chairman’s Report – June 2014
Parish Council Community Grants:
The Council has confirmed the second round of grants to the 
following groups:
l Thomas a Becket church- £1000 towards the upkeep of the 
churchyard
l Girl Guides- £308 for kitchen and cookery equipment
l Pucklechurch Youth Club - £800 to support Community Art 
and  Revel Enterprise projects as well as club activities
l Revel- £1500 for a PA System and field entertainment
l Pucklechurch Playgroup- £134.95 for special educational 
needs resources
l Pucklechurch Village Sports and Social Club- £748 towards a 
music system.  
l Pucklechurch Cricket Club- £500 for new balls for the 2014 
season
The Council will be expecting to receive reports, from all recipi-
ents of grants, on how the money has been spent and the benefit 
it has provided. A summary will be included in the next report.
Planning Applications: 
We have been very involved in recent applications and attended 
SGC Planning site visits and Committee meetings where neces-
sary, to present parish views in person. Councillors appraise 
each application on its own merits with reference to appropri-
ate adopted and emerging national and local policy documents. 
These include SGC’s recently adopted local plan (Core Strategy) 
and the National Planning Policy Framework, as well as informa-
tion gathered as part of the Community Plan. 
The views we express are available to see in the minutes or SGC 
Planning website www.southglos.gov.uk/planning. Links to both 
of these can be found on our new website (see below).
Hillview Road: 
We are currently working with residents of Hillview Road to 
understand the issues that have been occurring over the years 
with regard to excess water. We organised a meeting with South 
Gloucestershire Council officers and we now await a report from 
SGC for consideration.

Hill View Road residents attending a meeting with Nigel Hale, 
Senior Engineer (Drainage), from South Gloucestershire Council 
and representatives of the parish council.  Further residents later 

joined this meeting which was to discuss the many issues in Hill 
View Road concerning water drainage and flooding.
Allotments:
As we have now successfully completed our work to increase 
the number of allotments using a grant from SGC we believe we 
have met the outstanding demand for them. There are currently 
no more available but if you think you might like to be added to a 
waiting list or would like more information please follow the link 
on our new website (see below) or contact the Clerk at parish.
council@pucklechurch.org
X49 – First Bus Service
The good news:  I hope that residents will know by now that, 
after many years of asking,  a bus service has been provided 
that enables residents to travel after 6pm Monday-Saturday and 
also on Sundays.  In addition, an outer zone ticket also enables 
passengers to catch any other First bus service within that zone 
so we can now travel to just about anywhere in Bristol with one 
ticket. 
The not-so good news: we have received feedback from several 
regular bus users about the poor service they have received 
since First Bus took over the route in April. We understand that 
a General Manager has recently been assessing the route and 
also made himself available to passengers in order to understand 
first-hand what has been going wrong. As a result it is possible 
that adjustments to the timetable may need to be made in order 
to iron out some of these problems. It is important that passen-
gers who continue to experience problems report those problems 
to First Bus and South Gloucestershire Council.
If any adjustments are made to the timetable, it will change from 
22 June and the new timetable will be placed on all bus stops, in 
the Post Office and in the local shop.  Notification and details will 
also be posted on the community website www.pucklechurch.org
We are also aware that the cost of fares on what is now a non-
subsidised commercial route is an issue for some people. As 
a result we have been investigating what local options there 
might be for providing discounted tickets to residents through a 
scheme offered by First Bus. Watch this space!
Pucklechurch to Shortwood Path
Work continues on the feasibility of providing a mixed use path 
between Pucklechurch and the top of Shortwood Hill.  The path 
will provide an off road route for walkers, cyclists, wheel chair us-
ers and horse riders. South Gloucestershire Council expect to be 
conducting a public consultation on the route in June.  This con-
sultation will be held on-line and details will be available on the 
SGC website and also on the Pucklechurch community website, 
www.pucklechurch.org when available.
The project will be undertaken in phases and phase I is targeted 
for completion in the current financial year.
Website: 
Councillors have been aware for some time that many parish-
councils now have their own standalone website so we have 
developed a new site for testing and comment. If you would like 
to view the site its current address is www.pucklechurchparish-
council.weebly.com but please remember at some point in the 
near future it is likely we will be applying for our own ‘.gov.uk’ 
address.
Bob Symons - Chairman
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1st Pucklechurch Beavers
This year seems to be whizzing by, and we are seeing all 
our older Beavers ‘swimming up’ to Cubs.  Luckily we 
get to welcome new Beavers too which means lively and 
fun Thursday evenings.  The Scout Association have very 
recently introduced new Activity Badges for all the sec-
tions, so we have seized the opportunity and are working 
on the new Photographer Activity Badge. You may have 
spotted children out and about with cameras in their 
hands, please do not be alarmed -  they are not a new 
breed of paparazzi!  Just some keen and eager Beavers 
working on their badge.   If you would like your child 
(age 6 - 8) to join our Beavers, please contact Sarah Fox-
Robinson on 0117 9571266.  

 

 
1st Pucklechurch Cubs
Pucklechurch Cubs enjoyed an evening based around 
chocolate just before Easter and since then have been 
enjoying the outdoors. We had some cricket coaching 
and have played “wide games” on the Rec appreciating 
how lucky we are to have such a great area in the heart of 
the village and next to the Scout Hut! We took part in the 
Scarecrow Trail and hope that you all managed to guess 
our Scarecrow as R2D2; we certainly had great fun mak-
ing him. 16 Cubs are starting to get very excited about 
our summer camp planned for August in the New Forest. 
Akela has a holiday booked for immediately afterwards!
We have 24 Cubs at the moment and a short waiting list. 
We rely on help from parents and other adults to keep 
our busy Pack going so “thank you” to everyone who is 
involved. For more information please contact Rachel 
Smith – 07736 320003

 
1st Pucklechurch Scouts
Scouts in Pucklechurch continue to be very active. They 
regularly take part in a Badminton Club on Sunday 
evenings and have challenged any other local Scouts to a 
competition, as well as competing against players in the 
village badminton club. 
Recently the Scouts have been preparing for the growing 
season and planting seeds to eventually be planted out in 
an allotment. They are also planning to create a pond.

Over the next few weeks a bike ride to the Twin Tun-
nels Bath is planned as is bushcraft at Woodhouse Scout 
Activity Centre near Thornbury. In June, 12 Scouts from 
Pucklechurch will take part in the last ever Malvern 
Challenge and 7 Scouts will take part in the Avon Scout-
ing Regatta at the Docks in Bristol. For more information 
please contact Steve Ball - 07980 290991

 
The Pucklechurch Scout Group is extremely ac-
tive with over 70 children and young people being either 
Beavers Cubs or Scouts, most of them living in 
 Pucklechurch.
However, we desperately need new leaders for Scouts 
(girls and boys aged 10 to 14) and Beavers (girls and boys 
aged 6 to 8). The leaders of both of these groups have 
done it for a number of years and during that time their 
own children have grown up and crucially in the last year 
or so their work commitments have increased making it 
increasingly difficult to give the time needed to the  
children and young people.

We are now faced therefore with the very real possibility 
of the Group having to close. This would mean Beavers 
Cubs and Scouts would end in the village. The Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides and Ranger Guides who meet in the 
Scout Hut would have to find an alternative meeting place 
as there would be no committee to run the Scout Hut 
itself.

Therefore we need adults to come forward who would like 
to be involved in running Scouts and Beavers; otherwise 
we face the end of Scouting in Pucklechurch after more 
than 50 years. The existing leaders would all be more 
than happy to assist during a transition and show you the 
ropes. There is training available and plenty of resources 
from the Scout Association with brilliant ideas for activi-
ties and events. You would certainly not be left on your 
own.

You may have been a Scout or a Guide; your children or 
grandchildren may have enjoyed Scouting or be members 
in other areas; you may want to give something back to 
your community (and get far more back in return from 
the children!); you may just want a new challenge and 
to find out what Scouting is about in the 21st Century. 
Whatever your motivation may be if you feel you can 
assist in any way in keeping Scouting going in Puckle-
church, please contact any of the leaders whose details 
appear above (or at scouts@pucklechurch.org) and we 
would be more than happy to talk things through with 
you.



aa
a
a

a

Y

Pucklechurch News
Funded by the Pucklechurch Parish Council

Produced by
Sarah Nunez (editing & proofreading)

07540 243627
editor@pucklechurch.org

Claire Dolman (layout and printing)
07855 061735, 34 Hawthorn Close

Helen Toghill (collection, collating & distribution)
1 Orchard Road

Please email articles to editor@pucklechurch.org or drop 
them off to any one of us at the addresses above.  Please 
include your name and telephone number in case we have 
questions about your article.  We reserve the right to edit 
all articles.  We cannot be responsible for the accuracy of 

articles submitted for publication. 

Copy Deadlines:
10th August for Autumn issue (September)

10th October for Christmas issue (November)
10th January for Winter issue (February)

10th March for Spring issue (April)
10th May for Summer issue (June)
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Pucklechurch
Community AssociationCountryside walks

Our spring walks were well attended in the main, and despite 
frequent forecasts of poor weather we have been very lucky 
with the weather.  
 
You can join in any of our walks. It’s a great way to get exercise, 
see the lovely countryside around us and make new friends.

Walks start and finish in the Community Centre car park on 
Abson Road. 

Walks depart at 10.30am so please arrive a little earlier. Walks 
vary between circular walks of between one and two hours, and 
walks to a destination for a picnic or pub/cafe lunch and then 
return. On some walks you can return by bus. Just turn up on 
the dates below but if you want a reminder and some details 
of the walk beforehand (such as length and destination)please 
send an email to countryside.access@pucklechurch.org.

Dates for summer 2014

Sunday, 8th June
Saturday, 28th June
Sunday, 13th July
Saturday, 26th July
Sunday, 10th August
Saturday, 23rd August

As well as walking and chatting we are also in the process of 
surveying and publishing the walks in the countryside around 
our area.  It’s taking longer than expected but check the com-
munity website for more 
information: http://www.pucklechurch.org/html/countryside_
access.html

New Surgery to Open 
in September
By Jacki Berry

The new surgery on Beckett Court will be more  
convenient for most patients
Three Shires Medical Practice will welcome patients to its 
new Pucklechurch surgery starting in September. Doc-
tors and staff are looking forward to the move, which will 
allow them to offer more appointments locally and better 
facilities. 
“We are very excited about the move. We just can’t get the 
work done in the current space,” says Dr John Seddon, a 
partner in the practice. “We’re hoping that the new facili-
ties will make our patients feel more valued.” 
Located on Beckett Court next to the Pucklechurch 
industrial estate, the new surgery will be more spacious, 
with four consulting rooms and parking for 20 cars. More 
people should be able to walk to the surgery, however, 
because it is closer to the village’s population centre. 
Unlike the current surgery, which has steep steps up to 
the entrance, the new facility will provide easy access for 
people with wheelchairs or other mobility issues. 
The practice will continue to dispense prescriptions for 
its patients in their new quarters. 
The existing team of doctors, nurses, and staff will remain 
the same after the move, though the nursing staff will be 
able to offer more services in the new location. “A lot of 
what happens in healthcare today involves nursing,” says 
Dr Seddon. “We’ll have more appointments in Puckle-
church, so fewer patients will have to go to Wick to see a 
nurse.” 
The practice hopes to offer other services from the sur-
gery as well, such as physiotherapy, massage, and perhaps 
even tai chi or yoga sessions. “We hope to use our new 
space as a resource for the community, so people don’t 
have to travel so far to get the services they need,” says Dr 
Seddon. “If people have ideas or there are practitioners 
looking for space locally, let us know.” 
The existing surgery on Castle Road dates from the 
mid-60s, when the village’s population was smaller and 
the medical care available was more basic. With over 
2,100 patients on their register, will the doctors and staff 
of Pucklechurch surgery miss their cramped quarters? 
“Well, it will certainly be less cosy,” says Dr Seddon, “but 
we are very enthusiastic about our new space. We can’t 
wait.” 

Pucklechurch Association AGM was held on 12. 
May 2014. Many user groups sent representatives, 
but it would be wonderful if a ‘full house’ could be 
achieved at least once.

A wide range of issues was fully discussed and 
several important decisions were made. The 
reports from the groups were informative. Some, 
such as Playgroup, Star Jumpers and Boxing ur-
gently need more members to remain viable. 

Others are doing well such as Karate where at least 
one black belt has been achieved, and Majorettes 
where two of the girls have been selected to train 
for the England squad. We wish them well for the 
future.

A huge range of activities take place in the Com-
munity Centre catering for everyone from tiny ba-
bies to fit athletic competitors.  A recurrent theme 
in the reports from all the groups was the request 
for new members.  So why not make a new ‘edu-
cational year’ resolution and join one of the many 
groups this September?  

A list of groups and contact details can be found 
in a pamphlet in the community centre or at www.
pucklechurchcommunitycentre.co.uk 

With several people agreeing to hold office for 
another year a committee was elected. Helen 
Sharpe stood down as secretary.  John James and 
Alan Holder have continued to maintain the build-
ing. They are going to keep a watching brief this 
year but we desperately need people to join them 
on the maintenance committee to become familiar 
with all the foibles of the building and help share 
the load. 

Alan Holder has also stepped in as Chairman for 
just one year.  Both he and the booking secretary, 
Anna Sharpe, will be resigning at the 2015 AGM. 
These posts MUST be filled if the building is to 
remain open. 

Anyone prepared to take on one of these roles or 
just interested in joining the PCA committee please 
contact either Anna Sharpe 0117 937 4449 or Alan 
Holder 0117 937 2818.

This AGM was especially significant. Margaret, 
who has cleaned the community centre formany 
years, has been involved in a car accident.  This 
has resulted in her having to retire. She has 
cleaned the building regularly, never missing a day.  
She did it at all odd hours of the day and night so 
that she did not inconvenience any of the groups, 
and as a consequence was rarely seen.  

In appreciation of all that she has done for the PCA 
and so the groups could show their gratitude, Mar-
garet was invited to the AGM and presented with 
a gift. The committee would like to thank Margaret 
for the enormous help and contribution to the day-
to-day running of the building.  We wish her all the 
best for the future.

Who is it?
Someone is regularly leaving bags beside the 
recycle bins in the Community Centre Car Park. 
They remain there until they are eventually 
opened by a volunteer who places the contents 
in the bins before they get blown around.

l The bags are always Sainsbury’s bags.
l The bags are securely tied and always very  
     full.
l The contents are cans which have been   
    carefully squashed.
l The cans are ‘Bavarian Lager’ with the  
    occasinal empty cat food tin

A receipt has now been left in the bag which 
may identify the culprit, so we would ask them to 
please leave the bags out for their normal kerb-
side collection.

Recycle Bins
The PCA Secretary will be approaching South 
Gloucestershire Council and asking them to 
remove all the recycle bins from the Community 
Centre car park. 

Please put your glass bottles and cans out on 
the pavement for the kerbside collection.  The 
remaining blue waste bin is for users of the 
Community Centre only. If you have any rubbish 
please take it to the tip. 

The St. Peter’s Hospice clothes bank will remain 
as it is a lucrative source of income for the char-
ity.  Each year they raise in excess of £10,000.00 
from the clothes donated so please continue 
to put you unwanted clothes in the bank.  The 
Committee feel St Peter’s Hospice is a charity 
that warrants support.
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Mobile Library
Dates for 2014 (alternate Fridays)

6 & 20 June
4 & 18 July

1, 15 & 29 August
12 & 26 Sept

Community Centre 2.30 – 2.45pm
Homefield Road Bungalows 2.55 – 3.15pm

Homefield Road 3.20 – 3.35pm

ST. THOMAS a BECKET 
PUCKLECHURCH

SPECIAL SERVICES
Patronal Festival Service Sunday 13th July at 10a.m. 
Family Communion

Sunday 20th July Music Sunday 10a.m.  
Family Communion

Sunday Services
1st Sunday in Month 8.30a.m. Holy Communion
10a.m.  Café Church

2nd/3rd/4th Sunday
10a.m. Family Communion during this our Young 
people and Youth go out for a time together and then 
rejoin us.

SCARECROW COMPETITION AND TRAIL
This took place on Sunday 4th and Monday 5th May.  
The weather was kind to us, and we saw a lot of  
families and friends taking part in this now annual 
event.  0ver the two days we raised £2,272. 17p.  The 
best Scarecrow was T.Rex exhibited by the residents 
of 53 Oaktree Avenue.  The winners of the  
competition were the Turner family from Fishponds.
We owe a big thank you to all those who worked 
hard with the organisation of this; and to all those 
who took part and supported us.

Garden Party on Saturday 12th July
2p.m. in the Vicarage Garden; in Church if wet.   
Stalls include Cakes, Preserves, Plants, Tombola, 
Books, Bric-a-Brac, and Strawberry Cream Teas.   
The event is being opened by The Hand Bell Ringers.

Fishing Club News
Our first match of the new year took place 
at Shiplate Fisheries, Bleadon. On a cold and windy 
day, the match was won by newcomer Roger Puttrill 
with 63lbs of Carp. Like most people I struggled for 
bites, however the longer the day went on, the more 
fish I caught and while my 9lbs of Bream got me 
nowhere, I enjoyed my day. 

Sometimes the most rewarding day’s fishing are 
those when your Plan ‘A’ doesn’t work and you have 
to think about what you are doing and eventually 
come up with a tactic that does work. Today was one 
of those days. 

Live Music in 
Pucklechurch
On the last Friday of every month local musicians 
make their way to Pucklechurch to perform at the 
Pucklechurch Open Mic Night held in the PVSSC in St. 
Aldams Drive.  For those that don’t know an open mic 
(short for microphone) gives musicians the opportu-
nity to perform on stage in front of an audience. 

Pucklechurch Open Mic is a ‘community open mic’ 
which means it draws a lot of its support from our 
local community.  We are particularly pleased to be 
getting young musicians and  
singers performing.  Pucklechurch is also getting a 
good reputation as a well run and friendly open mic 
with an appreciative audience and is now attracting 
musicians from around Bristol and Gloucestershire.  

What to expect if you turn up to watch? The em-
phasis is on live music and most performers play an 
instrument (usually a guitar) or are accompanied 
by a musician.  It is not Karaoke (singing to recorded 
music) nor are members of the audience expected 
to do a turn on stage!  We regularly get between five 
to ten acts on any one evening so there is a lot of 
variety.  We get all types of music from rock to ballads, 
blues to country, jazz, folk and even the occasional 
classical piece.  There is a good mix of original mate-
rial and covers.  

However, while we have a small group of regulars that 
come to watch we really do need more audience 
members so if you like music why not give it a try. It’s 
held on the last Friday of the month, music starts at 
8.30pm and dates for the next few months are; 27th 
June, 25th July and 29th August. For more details 
email openmic@pucklechurch.org or call Martin 0780 
907 5784.

Recently a grant from the Parish Council has helped 
the club install a permanent PA system to support 
events at the club which, as well as the open mic 
nights, include family discos, charity events, bingo and 
quiz nights.  

The PVSSC (Pucklechurch Village Sports and Social 
Club) is a members club but you don’t have to be a 
member to come to an open mic as long as you get 
signed in. However, should you want to attend regu-
larly then you will need to become a member.

Pucklechurch 
Gardeners’ Club
At our March meeting, many members enjoyed an excel-
lent talk and presentation by Mandy Potter. Her subject 
was ‘Cotswold Garden Flowers’. She brought along a 
varied selection of plants for sale and members took the 
opportunity to buy them at greatly reduced prices. She 
judged our monthly competition, the ‘Frank Bradley Tro-
phy’ of 1 Daffodil, which was won by Joyce Harris with 
Gill Watkins second and Chris Stewart third.

Our April meeting hosted Jon Mason from Highfield 
Garden World, at  Whitminster. His subject was ‘Salad 
Crops for a Small Garden’. He was very entertaining and 
informative. As well as the many plants brought along 
for sale, there were pots, fertilizers, grow bags and much 
more at bargain prices. He demonstrated how to plant a 
herb tower which he subsequently donated to the raffle as 
he said that it would only end up all over the floor of his 
van on the journey home! He also left a generous amount 
of 20% off discount cards that would last the year. He 
was asked to judge this month’s ‘Frank Bradley Trophy’ 
competition of 1 Tulip. This he was happy to do, and it 
was won by Jean Powell with Jackie Yates second and Gill 
Watkins third.

Our next meeting will be our A.G.M. on Wednesday 7th 
May. At this meeting the ‘Frank Bradley Trophy’ will be 
awarded to the member who has gained the most points 
throughout the past year. It will be presented by Carmen 
Bradley.

Our residential trip this year will be from 6th - 8th June. 
46 members and friends will make the trip to Cornwall 
and visit 4 gardens and places of interest during the 
weekend.

Our annual Summer Supper will be held on Friday 25th 
July at the home and garden of Greg and Lynn Bate.  Our 
new programme begins in October – more details in a 
later issue.

For further information about the club and its activities 
please contact George Alway – 9373141 or Ann Smith - 
9372030

VOTO 
(Villagers on their own)
This group is for single people over the age of 50.   
If you would like to join us or would like more in-
formation contact Elaine on 01179373105 or email 
elainerudge@aol.com.  
We are quite a large group now and although we 
welcome anyone in the village who would like to 
join, we are not opening it to people outside the 
parish of Pucklechurch.  So far this year we have 
enjoyed a beetle drive, meals out, a visit to Oakham 
Treasures at Portbury and a tour and tea at Thorn-
bury Castle.  We have a lot of other trips and events 
planned and are looking forward to our trips away 
to Marrrakech in October and Thursford in No-
vember. 
Not everyone goes to everything and the idea is 
that you choose to go to the events you would 
enjoy.

Letter to the Editor……    
The optimism expressed in the Spring  
edition of Pucklechurch News prompted me to recall a 
conversation in 1975 regarding a proposed Shortwood 
Road footpath.  I had returned that year to Pucklechurch 
having served at R.A.F Pucklechurch in the mid 1950s.  

I joined the then Miners Club where I spoke to three stal-
warts of the village at that time, namely Fred Lewis, Fred 
Toghill and Charlie Boulton. I told them my only misgiv-
ing about Pucklechurch was that my then young children 
would have to on occasion negotiate the  
obvious dangers of Policeman’s Bend.  They were able to 
allay my fears by informing me that plans were laid and 
work imminent. 

In 2013 I brought to the attention of Pucklechurch Parish 
Council that the closure of pathway near the St. Aldams 
Play Area and substitution by a less direct and inferior 
surface was the loss of a Parish amenity that was an obvi-
ous candidate for ‘Right of Way’. The local council showed 
little interest other than furnishing me with a  D.I.Y 
Rights of Way booklet. 

Bearing in mind the timescale for the aforementioned 
Policeman’s Bend project, at the age of 76 there seems 
little prospect of me seeing such action regarding the St. 
Aldams Drive footpath to its fruition.  However if any 
younger person has interest in this loss to the Parish I 
would be pleased to pass on my own knowledge of said 
path. 
  
T. Sharley, Homefield Road
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Frenchay Hospital A&E is closed 
and moved to  
Southmead Hospital on 19th May 
Are you prepared?
You may have received a leaflet through the door, 
saw the roadside adverts or heard it on the radio.

The public advertising is letting the public know 
that the Frenchay Hospital A&E Department is 
moving across to the re-developed Southmead 
Hospital.  I have talked with North Bristol NHS Trust 
and they have said that there are other alternative 
A&Es that residents of Pucklechurch may find more 
convenient.  

The A&E department at the Royal United Hospital, 
in Bath, is the same distance from Pucklechurch.  
Residents may find it is quicker to travel to this A&E 
department instead.  If you would like to prepare 
yourself in the event of an accident or feel seriously 
ill by checking the journey out on the AA Route 
Planner website, the Southmead Hospital post 
code is BS10 5NB and RUH Bath is BA1 3NG. 

Please make yourself aware of the following options 
now -- don’t wait for an emergency to work out 
what to do.

OPTION 1: NHS 111
NHS 111 has been introduced across England and 
Wales to make it easier for you to access local 
NHS healthcare services.  It is open 24 hours a day, 
every day of the year and is free to call from your 
landline or mobile phone.

You should use the NHS 111 service if you urgently 
need medical help or advice but it’s not a life-
threatening situation.

Call: 111
More information here:
http://thinkabc.org.uk/services/nhs-111.aspx 

OPTION 2: Minor Injuries Unit
Minor injuries units can help with a number of ur-
gent minor injuries.  No appointment necessary and 
you will be seen a lot faster than at A&E.

The nearest Minor Injuries Unit to Pucklechurch is 
in Yate.
Yate - Minor Injuries Unit
West Gate Centre, 21 West Walk, Yate, BS37 4AX.   
Telephone: 01454 315 355

Yate Minor Injuries Unit is open 7 days a week 
including bank holidays;

Monday to Friday    8.30am to 7.30pm
Saturday and Sunday 10am to 1.30pm

http://www.nbt.nhs.uk/our-services/a-z-services/
accident-emergency/yate-minor-injuries-unit

Option 3: call 999
In a life-threatening emergency
ALWAYS CALL 999 IF SOMEONE IS SERIOUSLY 
ILL OR INJURED, AND THEIR LIFE IS AT RISK.  

Not only will the paramedics arrive and be able 
to give aid on the spot (and continue this on the 
way to hospital), Pucklechurch has several “First 
Responders” living in Pucklechurch who can be 
dispatched to certain emergency situations and 
could be on your doorstep in minutes.

Remember, in case of a cardiac arrest, we have 
three public access defibrillators in the village.  The 
999 service will be able to give you the access 
code, get an ambulance dispatched and stay on 
the line to give you assistance.

Defibrillator locations in Pucklechurch;
l Community Centre
l St. Aldam’s Drive (PVSSC/Top Club/Prison Club)
l Bakery/Cafe, Westerleigh Road
(see maps here: www.pucklechurch.org/html/
heartstart.html)

Option 4: Making your own way to A&E
If you decide to have someone take you to A&E, 
you should consider the time of day and make a 
decision on which A&E unit to attend.  The journey 
from Pucklechurch to Southmead via the ring road 
passes the M32 junction, UWE, the MoD, and Air-
bus.  It is not uncommon for this to take an hour in 
peak times.  The A&E unit at the RUH is much less 
likely to have adverse traffic conditions.

If you would like to prepare yourself in the event 
of an accident or feel seriously ill by checking the 
journey out on the AA Route Planner website the 
Southmead Hospital post code is BS10 5NB and 
RUH Bath is BA1 3NG. 

Emergency Department
Royal United Hospital Bath NHS Trust
Combe Park
Bath 
BA1 3NG
More details here… http://www.ruh.nhs.uk

Our younger members have taken part in two exciting 
events recently…….

We recently joined other Rainbow units from South 
Cotswold Division for a Rodeo Day – yee ha!  We tossed 
horseshoes, panned for gold, lassoed some jelly babies, 
played rattlesnakes, did some jump racing on hobby 
horses and learnt some amazing line dancing moves. 
And we all received a badge for our efforts. It was great 
to spend the day with other Rainbow units.

 3rd Pucklechurch Rainbows have been on a Global 
Adventure for their latest Roundabout badge.  We found 
out about Daisy Scouts which are the equivalent of Rain-
bows in the USA and made some cookies; we celebrated 
Chinese New Year, looked at Russian dolls Maple had 
as a child and made our own version; we made Brazil-
ian friendship bracelets and found out about Fairtrade 
chocolate and tasted some of it – of course!  Finally, we 
made our own camels for some camel racing across the 
Scout hut floor.

We are not full at the moment, so if you have a daughter 
of 5-7 years who would enjoy Rainbows, please get in 
touch.   Willow and Maple (Rainbow Leaders)  01179 
574119

 

Lyn Ford, Brownie Leader, says: “Saturday was brill, eve-
ryone thoroughly enjoyed it.”

The Brownies enjoyed an action packed day at the Star 
Quest Brownie 100th Birthday celebrations.
The event was attended by 1000 brownies from across 
the county. After making bed rolls, badges, fans, collage 
and key rings, we met owls and snakes, played water 
games and learnt some street dancing. It was Thalia’s 
tenth birthday so we had a cake at lunch time then some 
of the Brownies ventured up the amazing climbing wall. 
Then after ice creams all round, and not content with just
learning street dancing, we finished off with a ses-
sion of Zumba!  Whew, busy but great fun.

The Guides made Titanic their choice for entry into the 
Scarecrow competition, painting the ill-fated ship them-
selves, and gathering together Barbie dolls to represent 
survivors floundering in the icy sea.  Naturally Barbie’s 
boyfriend, Ken, was also floating to represent Jack.

The older Guides are continuing their Baden-Powell 
Challenge and visited a local lady to learn about disabili-
ties and what aids are available to make life easier.

DABS – Our Senior Section unit held a fundraising quiz 
for The Project and a virtual wide game based on our 
World Centre in India, where members of this Section, 
and leaders  are visiting this year for a Service Project.

All Units are happy to welcome new members.  Contact 
me and I’ll put you in touch.

Ros Abbott, 
Deputy Division Commissioner South Cotswold Division.
0117 9372157  rosabbott@hotmail.com
 

Good NeiGhbours
The Good Neighbours are getting ready to make the most 
of the Spring weather and help those that are less able to 
cut the grass and tidy gardens ready for the Summer. 
We have a number of volunteers ready and willing to help. 
If you are struggling to manage your garden on your own, 
give us a ring and we may be able to help. We are not a 
regular gardening service but can help a few times in the 
year with garden tasks - many hands make light work!
Good neighbours can also help with other tasks around 
the home. We can change batteries in smoke alarms, help 
put bins out, change light bulbs and re-tune digi boxes. 
We don’t have a set list of things we definitely will or won’t 
do so if you would like help with something you can’t 
manage yourself, please give us a ring. 
We also attend regular meetings at The Care Forum at the 
Vasssel Centre. This gives our volunteers and the scheme 
links with other voluntary schemes in the area as well as 
links to other services. If we can’t help then we are likely 
to know someone or an organisation who can.
We welcome calls from all residents of Pucklechurch and 
Shortwood who may need our help. We also welcome 
anyone who would like to become a volunteer.
You can give as little or as much time as you like. In reality 
most volunteers are only called upon a few times in the 
year, although some volunteers provide weekly or fort-
nightly help to their neighbours. 
Please contact Larisa, Rodney or Ross, Good Neighbour 
Scheme Co-ordinators at goodneighbours@pucklechurch.
org or 07961 939574.


