WEDNESDAY

BRis'T'ofL.:

EVEN]NG WORLD

.than because of : any partxcular
‘traditions associated. W1th the old

.mrr. W
'suggpsung ihat -there were orrgma!]y
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‘a stile leading toa lar«e field, and it is |

"has made thié. name of the Star Inn
‘known _far beyond
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Built on the
‘Site of a
,Palace

| Hostelry Overlooking
Great Battlefield

By P. E. BARNES:
HE Star Inn, Pugklechurch, is

famous by reason: of the site-
on which it stands,. -rather

hostel itself.
It "faces the -road- from - I]mton 10’
Sodbury, and.is a'plajn, square build-
J}I\ll two gables of different sizes,

houses here, the old tay ern‘on the
. nearest.. l’uci\lechurch and a
catta"e on’ the otlier, *

"By The side of the irn are a gm:e and

iw l?

:IV

the history allaohmg 1o this field that

ll}e confines of
{ Glougestershire.

Céntaries ago a momentoue ev ent 1001(‘
placa here—an event which had -ali
marked effect on the Saxen annals of
this countrv.

An Outlaw s Cmnc

the tenth century a royal palace of -
King Edmund, grandson of Alfred;
the Great, stood here. Perhaps hunting
box would be a more strictly accurate
description than palace.,

At any rate, it was a royal residence
or those times, . and - was doubtless
raised.at this site because Wwhat is now

Kknown as Pucklechureh was then at the:

edge of "an- immense royal
forest.

Edmund, despite; his. youth. was -a
ruler of culture and'outstanding ability.
Like most of the Saxon kings, however,

llunting

he spent much of his time hunting and

was - rrequently in residence at Puckle-
church. - .

© On St. Au"ustme s Day May °6 in'the
year 946, a full century or.more before
the Norman Conquest, a. great-feast was

held at the Palace, and during the course §

of it, while seated 'at the festive board
at the head of his guests, I-,dmund was
murdered by -an -outlaw,.Liulph, svhom
he had banished early in his reigu..

Famous Battle Ground

ONSTERNATION “spread throughout

the kingdom at ihe news.
swas borne with pomip to the Ahbey or
Glastonbury and' buried there. -

Two Saxon kings lived - at Puckle-
chiurch afier that tragic event, but with
the coming of the :Normaps the palace
fell -into disuse, and *in. the -twelfth

century.an ecclgsia,suva.l_ _uildmg 1ook"

‘ils. place. ]

Tliere are still qome anc1ent stones in
the field, half-buried in the. turf, near a
spreading- - walnut - tree, whieh are
pointed ‘out, to vignors as remnants of
the royal palace *As a matter of fact,
not a. singlg’ vestige -of. the t:nullchngL
| remdins,” and “fhese siones are really
rragmen{s of the ecclesiastical hmldmg
which supplanted it,

|

‘The body P

~Near here too, are the remalns of an

ancient  well, beside ‘the wall .of g
piggery (w hat ironies are wrought by
time !), and this well-is alsp a survwm"
relic of the same building.

A little to the north, in the yard of a
farm, called St. Aldam s Ash, js one. of
GGiloucestershire’s ancient ho]y wells, St
Aldhelm's Well.

Straight across the country, east“ard
are:’ Dyrham and - Hinton hills, where
one ol the greatest'battles in the history
of these isles - was: Tought, and - the
foundations of the Sdxon kingdori laid.

Sixteenth Century House "

TIIE- Slan Inn: is: probably.a. siuegnfh
atu;'y ‘building, but there is;some!|
doubt. s to whether it was - ongmany“
built:asaniinn . at all.
. Since: .(zeorgeé’« Bre\\'ery Comp&‘ny
acquired’ 11\9 roperty a few-years:
it has heen®Paftly, rebuilt: and.:who !y
repaired; but: thp&‘{tluck ancient? wallsi
remain;iand the' g‘:tbled {ront: is*mach
-t]:u?.’o id Jmste’h‘s es.rliest

ears.. ;
Jn; the 4,kitchel:r is anll an “
which was. oncethe: inn’s sqlgfgwater
supply.. There “weéra -once; too, hidden
cupboards. and- *secret nooks about’ the',
house, but modern accommodation has'
obliterated : these,. just -as. time - has
obliteratediall trace of that subterranean :
passage which, & Pucklechurch tradition.
say’s, once ran from the site of the royal.
palace right to_Syston Court, a mile!
and a half distant. - , ;




